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Motivations and Aim of the study

Need to fully exploit CLIL classrooms as 

real communicative contexts

Do a comparative analysis of studentsõ language 
production in three group activities as compared with a 
whole class session.  

·Do small group discussions and role-play activities favour the 
use of communicative functions independently of age? 

·Do they promote different register phases?



Theoretical framework

·Theoretical Framework

·Systemic Functional Linguistics (Halliday, 1975; 

Painter 2000)

·Instructional and Regulative registers (Bernstein, 

1990, 1996, 2000; Christie 2002)

·Functional Taxonomy of EFL  (Llinares, 2006)



Methodology and Data

·Qualitative Analysis: Functional 

and register categorization

·Quantitative Analysis.

·Data: Second of Primary and 

secondary learner 

corpus.



Taxonomy: 1. Registers

Instructional Register

T (1): So if we have a car, it 
brings smoke into the air, 
and that is the way it 
pollutes

-----------------------

P1 (2): They have land but 
part of their land they  give 
them to their nobles and to  
%X% and the king é

Regulative register

T (2): So start talking 
nowéThe important thing 
is talking, you have to talk

--------------------------

P1 (1): .but donôt say it to 
anybody, eh?

P2 (1):Your turn, Cristobal! 
Cristobal, your turn! .. 

P3 (1): No, your turn! (I)



Taxonomy: 2. Functions

Heuristic:

P1(1): What do you want?é Do you know or 
no?

Informative:

P1 (2): and knights they are benefied but %X% 
that kings and nobles are the most 
benefiedé 

Personal:

T (1): Very good, this group have shown the 
idea of recycling..

Regulatory:

P1 (2): We got to discuss, to discusséwe 
just have to give the reasons, 

Instrumental:

P 1 (1): I donôt hear!...

P2: I donôt understand!

P3: I donôt understand you

Interactive:

T (2): Okay, thank you, they didnôt have any 
rights, so thank you everybody



Teachers and Students Oral production 

in the different activities



Primary and Secondary oral production 

distribution in the different activities



Instructional and Regulative register 

distribution in whole class activity


